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acre in the tropical areas is two to three times as high as in.
the sub-tropical region.
In spite of this superiority of the tropical region over the
sub-tropical zone the contribution of the former to the total
output of white crystal sugar has ranged from 10 to 20 per
cent between the years 1931-32 and 1939-40, The main reason
for this apparently anomalous position has been the com*
paratively high cost of cultivation of cane in the tropical re-
gion. The average cost of production of sugar-cane per maund
for the tropical and the sub-tropical region was estimated by
the Indian Tariff Board on Sugar (1938) at 5 as. 5 pies and
3 as. 7 pies respectively.
The rainfall in India as a whole is deficient, seasonal and
irregular and, therefore, irrigation is necessary in the south
as well as in the north for raising a successful crop of sugar-
cane. But on account of the existence of snow-fed rivers and
the level nature of the plains the construction of extensive
canal systems is easy and cheap in the north and consequently
the irrigation charges per acre in this region are not more than
Rs. 10 or 11. Besides this sugar-cane is grown without irri-
gation in the most important sugar-cane belt of the north
comprising the districts of eastern U. P. and north Bihar. la
northern, eastejn and central Bengal also the sugar-cane is
grown without irrigation.
But southern India is a plateau, dissected by numerous
rivers and on account of the uneven nature of the land the
construction of canals on any extensive scale comparable to
the canals of the Punjab and the U. P. is impossible. Second*
ly, in the absence of snow-fed rivers, the provision of irriga-
tion channels, wherever possible, is mostly dependent upon
costly storage works. On account of these difficulties the
irrigation charges throughout southern India are high. In
the Bombay Deccan the irrigation charges per acre for over a
year on major canals are as high as Rs. 60.
In addition to these irrigation charges considerable
amounts have to be spent in the south on the preparation-, of
the soil. In the north the remarkable properties of the allu-
vium of the Indo-Gangetic plains reduced the dependence on
artificial manures to a very great extent. But in the south,
on the contrary, considerable sums have to be spent on manur-